Professor Gerald Allan Kerkut: 19th August 1927 --- 6th March 2004.
Editor: International Journal of Biochemistry 1971 --- 1994.

In 1960 the first number of Comparative Biochemistry and Physiology was published with Gerald Kerkut as its editor, so launching a career in scientific journal publishing. This journal proved a resounding success and the number of manuscripts submitted to Comparative Biochemistry and Physiology steadily increased through the 1960s, this being particularly the case with Biochemistry manuscripts. In the late 1960s Gerald Kerkut formed a partnership with John Wright of Bristol to start a  publishing company, Scientechnica. One of the first decisions was for Scientechnica to publish a journal in Biochemistry with Gerald Kerkut as its editor and Robert Walker as its assistant editor and so was born the International Journal of Biochemistry. A number of authors who had submitted manuscripts to Comparative Biochemistry and Physiology agreed for their manuscripts to be published in the International Journal of Biochemistry resulting in an impressive first volume of 750 pages containing approximately 100 papers. Around the same period Gerald Kerkut launched two other Scientechnica  journals, Insect Biochemistry, with Professor H.E. Hinton as co-editor, and Comparative and General Pharmacology, with Dr G.N. Woodruff as assistant editor. The publication of all three journals was transferred to Pergamon Press in 1974 and then subsequently in 1994 to Elsevier.

Gerald Kerkut will always be remembered for his contribution to scientific publishing, particularly to the publication of journals. In addition to the journals mentioned above, he  started a highly successful review journal in 1973, Progress in Neurobiology, with Professor John Phillis as co-editor. Gerald Kerkut also edited the Zoology Division of an international series of monographs in Pure and Applied Biology published by Pergamon Press. One of the volumes in this series was his own book entitled ‘Implications of Evolution’ where he explored the inter-relationships of the invertebrate phyla (Kerkut 1960). Evolution was one of the many areas which intrigued him all his life. In collaboration with Professor Lawrence Gilbert, Gerald Kerkut edited a mammoth 13 volume treatise on Comprehensive Insect Physiology, Biochemistry and Pharmacology, the first volume appearing in 1984. In total there were 200 chapters with 240 authors, a dauting task to co-ordinate. These volumes proved a great success and a second edition will appear in autumn 2004.
Gerald Kerkut made a key contribution to Neurobiology research in a number of areas primarily using relatively simple isolated invertebrate preparations. These included studies on the ionic composition of neurones, the role of the electrogenic sodium pump in the maintenance of the resting membrane potential, evidence for amino acids as neurotransmitters, fast axon transport and learning and memory. In the 1980s Gerald Kerkut began research using the mammalian isolated spinal cord preparation to investgate sensory mechanisms in the dorsal horn. 
Apart from his scientific research Gerald Kerkut was interested in art, travel and was an accomplished pianist. He had an extensive book collection. He also had a website which contained topics on science, politics and student matters, www.soton.ac.uk/~gk/index.htm. Gerald Kerkut also established a Trust to support physiological research at Southampton, particularly for the support of postgraduate research students. In 1988 a Festschrift was held in his honour at Southampton and was attended by many of his former postgraduates. This was subsequently published in Comparative Biochemistry and Physiology and Gerald Kerkut wrote the first chapter in which he summarised his research career to that time (Kerkut 1989).

Gerald Kerkut was an undergraduate at Pembroke College, Cambridge, where he achieved a first class degree in Natural Sciences, 1945-1948. He then studied for his PhD within the Department of Zoology, Cambridge, under the supervision of Professor Eric Smith, 1948-1951. This was followed by a three year junior fellowship at Pembroke College, Cambridge, 1951-1954. Gerald Kerkut was then appointed to a lectureship in Animal Physiology within the Department of Zoology at Southampton University in 1954. Together with Professor Kenneth A. Munday he was a founder member of the newly created Department of Physiology and Biochemistry in 1959. In 1966 Gerald Kerkut was appointed to the second chair of Physiology and Biochemistry and remained at the University until his retirement in 1992. He was Dean of the Faculty of Science, 1978-1981, Chairman of the School of Biochemical and Physiological Sciences 1980-1981 and Head of Neurophysiology 1978-1990. Following his retirement he was appointed Emeritus Professor and maintained an active link with the University until his death. Gerald Kerkut was a first class scientist, teacher and supervisor who trained over 80 postgraduates and their success will provide a lasting legacy in his memory. 
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